
Termly theme
CONCEPT: Plastic or Planet?
LEAD SUBJECT: Geography

English
As Writers, we will be using, ‘Island’ by Nicky Singer.  We 
will be using the text to write both an explanation text 
(Geography) and a narrative text. Our narrative text will 
focus on writing our thoughts on the plot, narrative, 
setting and characters as well as recounting events in 
an engaging and entertaining way for the reader.  Our 
writing focus will be on our use of paragraphs and how 
we can use punctuation correctly to enhance the 
reading of our stories. We will also recap and advance 
our use of punctuation for parenthesis to ensure a clear 
visual image in the mind of our audience. 

As readers, we will be reading a variety of text and study 
the language choices and build-up of tension. We will 
develop our skills of inference and deduction through 
answering comprehension questions and summarising 
key parts of the text. We will depict examples of ‘show-
not-tell’ techniques. We will also continue to use P.E.E 
(Point, evidence and explanation) to achieve a greater 
understanding of text and its meaning.

Maths
As Mathematicians will focus on Place Value:  addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division. While we will still 
ensure that our times tables and number knowledge is 
secure, we will begin to understand the concept of 
fractions. What is a fraction? What does it look like? How 
can you establish equivalents and show fractions in their 
simplest form?  Comparing fractions, putting fractions in 
order. We will apply all the skills learnt to reasoning and 
problem solving problems. 

Science
As Scientists, we will be exploring Light- a 
study of optical phenomena. We will 
investigate and consider the way light 
travels, how it can be refracted and 
reflected using different surfaces while 
develop a greater understanding of the 
function of the human eye, with a particular 
focus on the significance of the optical nerve 
and the role it plays in how humans see 
matter. During this unit of study we will also 
be enhancing our understanding of the 
scientific lines of enquiry and the specific 
enquiry lines that are related to the study of 
Light.

Geography 
As Geographers, we will be linking our core 
English text with Geography and using it to 
explore and study climate change and the 
significant impact it is having on our planet. We 
will be writing an explanation text which will 
focus on selecting appropriate grammar and 
vocabulary to match the purpose and 
audience as well as applying our geographical 
skills knowledge.  We will also look through 
current affairs issues and study people that are 
inspiring us to make a change.  We will use 
data to analyse changes and research what 
could be done both locally and globally to 
prevent the rapid decline of Earth. 

RE
As Religious Researchers, we will be exploring
Christianity and how Christians lead their daily
lives in modern society. What Christian values
guide the actions of the people and
organisations studied? What are the
challenges of living a Christian life today?

DT
As Designers, we will be designing and making 
a phone case this term. The objective is to 
explore fabrics, so we will be investigating 
fabrics and how they can be treated, fixed, 
coloured, attached and used in order to serve 
a purpose. We will explore properties of 
materials to ensure we are making a product 
which is fit for its use.



Subject Task Tips
Reading Find at least 3 examples of where an author has 

used tension and record how they have done this.
You are in a boat that is sinking.  There is a desert 
island nearby.  You can swim there but you can 
only take one bag with you.  What 4 items would 
you take to the island to help you survive?  Write a 
short story detailing your predicament.  

Think about the different characters.  Each character may have a 
different sense of tension surrounding them. 

What items do you choose to take?  Why?  How will those 4 items
help with your survival? Can you include tension in your own story? 

Writing

Maths Where in our daily lives do we use fractions?
Create a poster which demonstrates the need to
know fractions.

When you are out shopping do you see fractions displayed? Do you 
use fractions when cooking or doing an arts and crafts activity?

Geography Create a poster which will demonstrate to your 
neighbors the harm that plastic waste has on our 
environment and what we could do to make a 
change.

Research the harmful effects of plastic in our oceans and how the 
plastic gets there. What products do we buy that have unnecessary 
plastics in them?

Science What sources of light do you have in your house? 
Create a classification key to organise these 
sources of lights.

How could you categorise them? What ‘yes’, ‘no’ questions could
you use?

DT Create you own phone case at home. Consider what your phone case says about you.

Home learning challenges
Your child must read and practise their times tables every day.
Attached to this homework sheet is the year 5 and 6 spelling list which your child is required to know by the end of year 6. Each week 
we will ask your child to learn approximately ten spellings from this list. We will be checking that they have learnt them the following 
week by asking them to use them within a variety of contexts in their learning. This will not necessarily be in the form of a spelling test.
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