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	Linton Mead Academisation
Consultation




Parent, Carer & Wider Community Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Why is the school consulting on academisation now?
The governing body has a responsibility to consider how best to secure the school’s long-term future. Over the last six months, Endeavour Partnership Trust has been supporting Linton Mead, allowing both organisations to develop a strong understanding of each other’s values, priorities and ways of working. Following this period of support, alongside due diligence and careful consideration of the school’s future, governors believe it is appropriate to formally consult on whether Linton Mead should become an academy and join Endeavour Partnership Trust. No final decision has been taken.

What does academisation mean?
Academisation is a change in how a school is governed and supported. An academy is still a publicly funded school, free to attend and accountable for the education, wellbeing and safeguarding of its pupils. It continues to be inspected by Ofsted and is expected to provide a broad and balanced curriculum.

If a school becomes an academy, it is run by an academy trust rather than the local authority. This can enable schools to work more closely with others in the trust, share expertise and access additional support and resources. Many schools explore academisation because it can strengthen collaboration, provide greater professional support for staff and help schools continue to improve and develop over time.

Importantly, academisation does not mean that a school becomes private, selective or fee-paying. It does not change who can attend the school and it does not remove a school’s commitment to serving its local community. Schools within a trust typically retain their own identity, ethos and leadership, while benefiting from being part of a wider partnership.

What is a multi-academy trust?
A multi-academy trust is a group of schools that work together as one organisation. Schools share expertise, resources and support while continuing to serve their own local communities.

Why potentially Endeavour Partnership Trust?
Endeavour Partnership Trust is a small, values-led trust with a strong focus on and reputation for teaching and learning, inclusion, collaboration and partnership between schools. The Trust already includes two primary schools in Thamesmead, giving it a good understanding of the local community and context.

Importantly, Endeavour Partnership Trust has already been supporting Linton Mead over the last six months. This has enabled the school and Trust to work together and has given Linton Mead an opportunity to see first-hand how closer partnership working could benefit the school and its pupils.

Governors felt it was important to explore a partnership with a trust that shares the school’s values and priorities, puts pupils at the centre of its work and is committed to schools working together while retaining their own identity and character.

As a small Trust, schools are able to work closely together, share expertise and support one another, while avoiding a one-size-fits-all approach.

How could this benefit pupils?
We believe that joining Endeavour Partnership Trust could provide a number of benefits for pupils. These could include greater collaboration between schools, access to shared expertise and additional support for teaching and learning, all with the intention of enhancing pupils’ outcomes and experience.

Will this change my child’s school day or experience?
No. There are no changes proposed for pupils. Day-to-day arrangements remain. This does, however, provide the opportunity for our pupils to collaborate more with other schools – in particular Windrush Thamesmead and Hawksmoor who are part of Endeavour Partnership Trust. 

Is this a ‘takeover’ of the school?
No. This is not a takeover. Any potential move would be based on partnership working. Linton Mead Primary School’s governing body and leadership team remain central to decision-making throughout the process, and nothing will progress without their agreement.

Will there be any change to the admissions policy?
No. Like our school, Endeavour Partnership Trust schools also use the local authority’s admissions policy. Therefore, the admissions arrangements will continue to be determined by the local authority. 

Will the term dates change?
Yes, if the school proceeds with academisation and joins Endeavour Partnership Trust, Linton Mead would adopt the Trust’s term dates. EPT schools currently have a two-week October half-term. The school would continue to provide education for 190 days each year. Any change would not take effect until September 2027 and parents and carers would receive plenty of notice.

Will you be introducing any new charges?
No new charges are proposed as a result of academisation for anything that is currently provided free of charge.

Will a parent’s right to complain be affected?
No. If Academy conversion takes place there will be, as there is now, a complaints policy which gives an
avenue for parents to complain.

Will parents still have a voice in the school?
Yes. Parents and carers will continue to be an important part of the school community. The school will continue to communicate with and seek the views of parents, and there will continue to be local governance arrangements for the school.

Will the school name and uniform change?
No. The school's name wouldn’t change and neither would the uniform. 

Will the school keep its own identity?
Yes. Linton Mead would retain its individual ethos, character and identity as a school at the heart of its local community.

Will support for children with SEND be affected?
No. The school would continue to meet its statutory responsibilities for supporting children with SEND. Being part of Endeavour Partnership Trust would also create opportunities to share specialist expertise, resources and effective practice across the Trust.

Will our school’s budget be used to bail out another school in the Trust if it was in financial trouble?
No. Your school's budget will continue to be spent on the education and wellbeing of pupils at your school. The Trust does not “raid” school budgets to solve financial problems elsewhere. Instead, we provide strong financial oversight and support to help all our schools remain financially sustainable, with all spending decisions subject to strict governance and regulatory requirements.

What will happen to staffing in the school? 
There are no plans to change staffing simply because the school becomes an academy. If the school joins Endeavour Partnership Trust, staff would transfer to the Trust under a process known as TUPE, which protects their existing employment rights, terms and conditions.

Will the Headteacher or leadership of the school change?
No. There are no plans to change the school’s leadership as a result of joining the Trust. The Headteacher and leadership team would continue to lead the school.

Will the curriculum change?
A new National Curriculum is being published in Spring 2027. Therefore, all schools across England will need to review their curriculum, in order to begin teaching the new curriculum from the DfE’s expected implementation date of September 2028. Being part of a Trust provides the opportunity to be able to work collaboratively with other schools to develop this curriculum; to share learning and expertise. 

Will the school still be inspected by Ofsted?
Yes. Academies are inspected by Ofsted in the same way as other state-funded schools.

What will happen next?
The formal consultation runs from 3pm on Monday 28 September until 3pm on Friday 6 November 2026. Parents, carers, staff and other stakeholders are invited to share their views. At the end of the consultation, governors will consider all feedback alongside the outcomes of due diligence and other relevant information before deciding whether to proceed. If governors decide to proceed, the school would work towards a conversion date of 1 March 2027.
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